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1| The Alphabet whring o’s v

To learn Dai Ahom language you have to first learn the Dai Ahom script (called /ik
tai ahom) and turns out it is really easy.

1.1 Consonants

There are 20 consonants in Tai Ahom called mé ,/vr; onﬁ; o3 (fo mae lik tdi) or
the “main body of Tai Abugida,” as the below table lists out.

A eg A Ex
kai (m99) - chicken V (pa) paa (V]) - fish

(ka/ga)

W .. 2 - (9]

khai (v2%) - egg W (pha) phérng (wchﬁ;) - bee

(xa/kha)
¥ (nga) ngau (1{8) - snake V© (ba) baan (UIE;) - village
© (wa) wan (03) - day/sun 5 (na) nik (M) - bird
Y (ma) maa (V) - dog OA (ta) tau (OAr,) - turtle




W (ya) ylng (ij:) - mosquito VO (tsa) |tsaang vo18,) - elephant
W (sa) saeng (Weg) - diamond O (tha) thai (x0’) - plough
Vo (nya) nyaa (‘vﬂ;) - grass R (ra) rérn (dGq,ES) - house
M (ha) haan (Wﬁ,) - goose W (la) ling (w°€:) - monkey
W (aa) oi (Yﬁ:,) - sugarcane 5 (da) dam () - black

1.2 Vowels

There are 11 “pure vowels” in Ahom called r/vf; mvs ¥o5 (mde kap ngdo) We here

use the Ahom consonant ‘a’ to read them all.

Ahom Example Ahom Exaple
W (a) rak (£v.) - love ) (aa) kaa (m) - crow
v (i) mit (FPok3) - knife | Y (ee) dee () - good




W (u) kan (mEs) - person W (uu) ruu (o) - ear

A (e) mé (7v2) - wife i’ (ae) | mae (4V3) - mother

Y6 (0) ho (&) - head | oMY (aw) | khaw (7ha3) - word
o (er) ser WL§) - tiger

The er (¥il%) sound is same as ‘er’ in cheater, except that r is silent and you keep

your mouth open when pronouncing it. The o (YﬁL‘J) sound is more ‘0’ in so or more

while aw (f/Yﬁ‘L) sound is more like ‘aw’ in saw or awesome. More simply put you

can think them like Hindi ‘0’ vs Assamese ‘0’ (aw). During actual speech you can
however approximate ‘o’ as ‘ou’ to be very clear (eg ho/hou - head and haw - palace)

Note that different graphemes are sometimes used for the same vowel in medial
position and the same grapheme can actually be different vowel depending on
whether it is in final position or medial.

The only example of the latter is in case of uu () grapheme which is used for

representing o (Y‘?LS) vowel in medial position. This will become clear in the following

table

Ahom

Example

Ahom

Example




Y- (aa) kaat ("104s) - mart vl - (er) kert (mloA,) - birth

W - (e) tsét (V0 OA2) - seven e - (ae) taem (0A°53) - write

W= (o) 6t (WOA7) - vehicle | Y= (aw) | sawng (W) - two

Perhaps it will not be out of place here to mention that short vowels can never be
in final position.

For same reason, you will see w’ written as phi, ¥35 written as kha and w,_ written
as su. This is because W', v» and W_are not even words and like | just pointed, only

long vowels can be in final position (w0, etc). Also regarding pronounciation during
actual speech you can approximate ‘ae’ as ‘ye’ since ‘e’ and ‘ae’ difference is not that
subtle. It is something you will notice in spoken Tai. Below is the vowel trapezium

FRONT CENTRAL BACK
close
i . -
0 (8
Yﬁ =i u: m"
close-mid

ovh e wilo e o: Yﬁé

mc_e Yﬁ -5 Dﬁb-

a: ")/Yﬁl
2 Yﬁ-

]

open-mid

Yﬁe £ a:Yﬁl Yﬁ-a




Bilabial Alveolar Palatial Velar Glottal
Stop v v w 0wy m » h
p b ph t th d k kh ?
v v
Nasal m n
Fricative w v
sh h
Lateral w
l
Rhotic &
r
Affricative w
ts
Semi-Vowel v w
w |

1.3 Dipthongs

Aside from these 11 vowels, there is also V'3 wmb: w§. (mae kap sawn) or
dipthongs, that are formed by combining two vowels.

D Ahom Example

o+ LG W (au/aer) mau (v’-:) - you

(a+er)




v + Y6

(a+0) Yo (a0) kao (Mo ) - me
Y + o -
(aa+o)v ilo (aao) khaao (¥10) - white
vh + v .,
(a+i) W (ai) phai (w’s) - fire
v + W
(aa+i) ' (aai) taai (oa7") - die
o + v o
(0+) Yﬁg‘" (oy/oei) koei (myZ:) - only
o + .
(aw+i) Y’ (oi) doi (1) - hill
Y?!"" me [v3
() Vo (ui) kdi (M»5) - banana
Wil Ve + v (.
WilWve (ei) hei (MLWE2) - hey

(er+i)




W+ i

(i+u) = e (iu) phiu (W'6) - whistle

i+u

(/Iﬁ +)WL 6 (eu) téu (040 ,) - loincloth
e+u

4:?( ! ;ﬁb weo (aeu) ldeu (WF52) - sword
ae+u

.. SAMPLE COPY Content redacted ..
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Nouns

Nouns,vo%‘2 (tsér) are naming words used to identify any class of people, places or

things or to a name particular to one of them. Based on the number of syllables,
there are two kinds of nouns in Ahom:

2.1 Monosyllabic Nouns

Monosyllabic Nouns are those that have only one syllable and are in complete by
themselves. They are the building blocks of Ahom language and since every word in
Ahom is of one syllable-length, you can also think of them as one-word nouns.

Some common monosyllabic nouns are as mentioned below:

Ahom Meaning Ahom Meaning
YYI’, (kai) chicken ™) (kaa) crow
Vo5 (khai) egg V| (paa) fish
\458 (ho) cow Y] (maa) dog
BEYNe (ndk) bird oA\ (taa) eye
tﬂ,go (nér) meat breast

l:i]gg (nom)

10




o€ﬂ.E8 (rérn) house o (thai) plough
go
my (kawng) drum (A gong / hour
° (mawng)
° ear / age P (o flute
V' (pee) y 9 V5 (pee)
wag (ling) monkey \4/61? (saeng) diamond
TSTS (dam) black 'tseg (daeng) red
martial
WIS (l4ai) arts WEE S (ldeu) sword
Yﬁ’, (oi) sugarcane 1309 (doi) mountain
[}
W) 5 (nyaa) grass Mif;, (haan) goose
14}1,8 (ser) tiger 1{3 (nguu) snake
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H‘Lo (maa) horse o/\r9 (tau) tortoise

B (muu) pig B (N3m) water
w‘h?; (pheérng) bee UE% (wan) sun
VO1¥Y. (tsdang) elephant wj?: (ylng) mosquito

2.2 Polsyllabic Nouns

Polysyllabic Nouns are made by combination of two or more monosyllabic nouns,
they are the same as Compound Nouns.

Some polysyllabic nouns are as mentioned below:

Ahom Meaning
Y. t‘,ﬁo (maa nam) Hippopotamus (lit. water horse)
l:;’go oA (nam taa) Tears (lit. eye water)
Ko rQSg (nam ném) Milk (lit. breast water)

12



lq’go w83 (n@m phérng)

Honey (lit. bee water)

lﬂ,go 02 (nér ho)

O)

Steak (lit. cow meat)

f)/vl WOE (maw sawn)

Teacher (lit. skilled in teaching)

W3 YW 3 (phd haw)

Driver (lit. person who drives)

° ° co 1 0q
wg 4\"19 ﬁo«: vh

(phT haw rér min)

Pilot (lit. one who drives a flying boat)

mis VG v,w,

(kan pern pasa)

Religious Propagandists / Missionaries
(one who spread religion)

(.0 eo
mES Y, v's ;W

(kin am mi pasa)

Atheist
(one without religion)

e e
K. 12b3
(nUk khtm)

Quail
(the bald bird / bird without feathers)

EMe W52 Vivng
(ndk hét pyaak)

Mocking Bird
(the bird who mocks)
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V)| vobs

Goldfish
(the bird which is gold)

(pa kham)
Ve W Science
(padi saai) (study of cord)

vr’s B

(padi mawn)

Arts
(study of excellence)

VIS KU
(paai nap)

Mathematics
(study of numbers)

vrs vlgs

(padi mérng)

Politics
(study of country)

vr's viviag v

(padi maak mi)

Economics
(study of wealth)

vre Wilms

(paai sérk)

Military Affairs
(study of battle)

WY K

(hawng nawn)

Bedroom
(room-sleep)




So °
VB Be

(hawng nam)

Bathroom
(room-water)

Ry wios

(réng Ler)

Hotel
(building-relax)

RYs LG

(réng rén)

School
(building-study)

R¥s VoY
(héng khang)

Prison
(building-imprison)

R¥ YME
(hdng kaan)

Office
(building-work)

RV W
(réng yaa)

Clinic/Pharmacy
(building-medicine)

R¥ W W

(réng yaa long)

Hospital
(greater clinic)

LY N

(réng nae)

Museum
(building-show)

15




R o v Theater

(réng nae péi) (building-show-event)

RYS Yo MBe Movie Theater

(réng ngéo tong) (building-movie)

%03 OALgo Movie

(ngdo téng) (shadow/silhouette-move)

VULO;\‘., W’ Train
(L6t phai) (car-fire)
w]{;g Uogg Clock

(y4am méwng) (time-hour/gong)

r)/WL wnSg vogg Clocktower

(haw ydam mawng) (palace-time-hour/gong)

o By WIBs vBe Ibid.

(khéng ydam mawng) (frame-time-gong)

‘7/“1 w Temple
(haw phi) (palace-spirit)

16




I RELE
(haw kham)

Royal Palace
(palace-gold)

C (‘o
vhi o B
(khun haw kham)

King
(prince of royal palace)

m¥s oy vobs

(ndang haw kham)

Queen
(lady of royal palace)

vh oM b Wi
(khun haw kham lung)

Emperor
(greater king)

mBs oM o wi

(ndang haw kham lung)

Empress
(greater queen)

w3 Wi6;

Shirt
(cloth-shirt)

(pha sér)
w|; W Skirt
(pha sTn) (cloth-skirt)
W) 5 “Lg Headgear / Turban
(pha ho) (cloth-head)

17




w3 Vv

Shawl
(cloth-wrap)

(pha mai)
W3 oG, Pants
(pha téu) (cloth-pant / loincloth)

9 €
YIS W o3

(laai ldeu)

Sword Martial Art
(martial-arts-sword)

OATBE YN § BN

(tdang kaa nok)

Bird Dance (Peacock Dance)
(tdang - verb to noun)

OATBS Y3 OAO S

(taang kaa to)

Deer Dance (t6 - mythical himalyan
deer-like creature)

UBs w03
(pdng phai)

Sky Lantern lit. Fire Bucket
(bucket-fire)

VW, ES. 0AG3

(pée nam tao)

Gourd Flute / Halusi
(flute-water-gourd)

There are a specific type of polysyllabic / compound nouns known as co-ordinate
compounds or khdam kd in Dai (literally meaning word-pair). Some examples of

which are as follows -

18




Ahom Meaning

f)/v‘L; f/vf; (paw mae) Parents (lit. father-mother)
vg W) 5 (pluu yaa) Grandparents (lit. grandpa-grandma)
wo o/ve (pho mé) Husband-Wife
ve‘,’ q}?, (pT ndwng) Siblings (lit. elder-younger)
Vs 8. W, Biological Siblings

(b7 nAwng AwK) (awk - biological)

(‘o 9° (‘o (e
wm;s wrs wms wio Children (lit. son-daughter)

(luk tsaai luk saao)

wr's u'Be (tsaai ying) Men and Women
V104, WI0 (b3ao saao) Boys and Girls

c N _ R )
Y205 KYe (khdao ndm) Rice and Water (Food)

For elaborate co-ordinate compounds,

19



Ahom

Meaning

s 505 N2 W

(mae dam mae phi)

Prepare (offering) for ancestral spirits
(prepare-spirit-prepare-spirit)

e 1 ¥ oo,

(mi nT mi khawt)

Be in debt (nT: khawt : debt)

v 103 ¥ K.

(mi khao mi nam)

Have food
(have-rice-have-water)

WG %603 W' 5.

(kin khao kin nam)

Eat food
(eat-rice-eat-water)

('o (‘o ("o (8
mng VJ09 Yﬂt}, BVY.

(kan khao kan nam)

Deprived of food
(kan - prevent from natural action)

VB 005 MB Y.
(hung khao hung nam)

Cook food
(boil-rice- boil-water)

Po Po
wgs W wis v

(lawng lee lawng tsaa)

Good and Bad
(lee / dee : good, tsaa : bad)

20




OATSS Mo onigs vir

(taang ko taang aai)

Fear and Shame
(ko : fear, aai : shy)

- I c €S,
WO M. Y2 00y U B2
(khawt hak khawt paeng)

United in Love

(khawt: tie knot/debt, hdk:paeng: love)

OATZS B OAIBS VIG

(tdang hdu taang han)

Knowledge
(rdu / hGu: know, han : see)

onis oA, oniBs v

(taang pyaw tdang mon)

Entertainment
(pyaw: mon : happy/joy)

o5 vig, o3 v°Be
(tT paang t7 péng)

Level Place/Plain
(paang: péng: unequal, level)

o eo (] ‘-O
m; oA's W3 OATBS
(kT tT ki taang)

Everywhere
(kt: every, tT: place, taang: way)

m; o m; mi
(ki kaw ki kén)

Everyone / Everybody
(kdw: kun/kén : person)

o 9 o o
(kU phaai ki paa)

Everyside / Every direction
(phaai : paa: side)

21




ms vl ms vis Everyday / Daily

(ki mér ki wan) (mér : day - not used alone)

c (N
™M$ V005 M5 WIbs
4 L 4

Every time / All the time
(kt tso ki yaam)

° Co ° S
mg Vo‘&09 m!:? viQ

Every Era / Every lifetime
(k@ tso kii paan)

m; '8, m;s 1163

4

(kT khing ki khaao)

Everytime

Note that, not all the time, a word can be divided meaningfully.. There are some
pollysyllabic nouns that literally don’t make anysense when broken down (such as
kaang kaen for pants). The ideal thing to do is not think too much about those words,
and just memorize them and move on. There can also be synonyms for same words
(like pha teu for pants/loincloth) Eventually we will learn about more and more
words in the dictionary and phrasebook section but for now we proceed to the next
lesson on pronouns

22



4| Adjectives . wiss

Adjectives m. vo‘lgg (kam tsér) are words that describe or modify nouns or pronouns

to give more information about a person, place, thing, or idea. The word kdam means
support, and tsér is noun. So kam tsér literally means ‘in support of noun.’

4.1 Descriptive Adjectives

Descriptive adjectives add detail and character to a noun or pronoun by describing
its qualities, appearance, or traits

¢, .Co °
YhS VG W8 W,
(man pen kada sawm)
- It is a blue car

vz wr's VG wms
(man tsaai pen lik dee)
- He is a good kid

Here, good (dee) and blue (sawm) are adjectives that describe the character of the
boy, and the color of the car as their description,so they are descriptive adjectives

4.2 Quantitative Adjectives

Quantitative adjectives specify the quantity, amount, or number of a noun

vhs ¥ s o G G
(man mi tai kAw nam nam)
- He has many friends

W, W8 WS, iz wi Wi
(ee saeng sér kaa saam lam)
- Iseng bought four cars.

23




Here, many (nam) and many (four) are adjectives that tell us how many friends the
boy has and how many cars Iseng bought, hence they are quantitative adjectives.

4.3 Demonstrative Adjectives

Demonstrative adjectives indicates the specific position of a noun in space or time,
emphasizing which particular person, place, or thing is being discussed

wme o i
(kda nai dee)
- This car is good

[ R o o
VE VV. Ko YJ‘U
(pan pép nan khaa)
- Give me that book

Here, this (nd) and that (ndn) are demonstrative adjectives.
4.4 Possessive Adjectives

Possessive adjectives indicates ownership or possession of a noun

LG o W'
(rérn khao yau)
- His house is big

m e K. VE w8 mé

(kda nai pen khawng kao)
- This car is mine

Here, his (khao) and mine (khawng kao) are possessive adjectives. Of course you
have already learnt this in pronouns lesson.

4.5 Comparative Adjectives

Comparative adjectives are used to compare differences between the two objects
they modify

24




vhs Gigs w8 wlo wmo
(man naang sung ler kao)
- She is taller than me

You add the /er adverb to turn a regular adjective into a comparative adjective.
So sung means tall but sung ler means taller.

4.6 Superlative Adjectives

3 ms ¥ wls vl
(mae kao dee ler pérn)
- My mother is the best

You add the /er pérn adverb to turn a regular adjective into a superlative adjective,
pérn means others so ler pérn just mean better than others. So dee means good,
but dee ler means better and dee ler pérn means best or better than others.

And, that was all for adjectives lesson..
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Part II —
Ahom Phrases



5 w5 - khaa - | (polite) pronoun

)5 w, oA vl v ,W,
kha yuu ti mérng da sam

| live in Assam

6 ¥l8: - mérng - country noun

Vs Lvin. vl8: v o,
mau rak mérng mdau nde

Do you love your country?

7 o’ . oA’ . - tdetde-alot adverb

w3 w3 £ 1B mi Ao’ on’. v
tsau khaa. rék mérng kao tde tde khaa

Yes | love my country alot

8 wlog - tser - name noun

wlos v wi; we
tser mau kaa sang

What is your name?



50|  wo, -16-need verb

Co c 0 o o S0
Ko wvo2 WG G W3 0] 713
hédo 16 kin ndm ku wan

We need to drink water everyday

51 omB. Vs - tdwng mai - be hungry verb

K5 w'G vlos £53 mB. V3
héo kin mer hdo tawng mai

We eat when we are hungry

52 | K& - ndwn - sleep verb

Co (o (‘o ° (‘o
Ro3 Wy ks M3 Wk
hdo 16 ndwn ku khérn

We need to sleep every night

53 wW; - 16y - by means of preposition

Kot VG W3 oA B KLos
héo han loy taa khawng hédo

We see with our eyes



75 wr’ - laai - how many interrogative

v ¥ W w6

L

mi maa laai to

How many dogs are there?

76 | o, - kéw - person classifier

rO [-] PO eo 9 (-]
mis 1 3 Ll w Vs Wi . o5
kdn ndu rérn suu mi laai kdw khaa

How many people are in your house?

77 | V% % - pindwng - siblings noun

90 90 9] 2 o
w s s 58 Wi o a5
suu mi pi ndwng laai kdw khaa

How many siblings do you have?

78| W, -see-four number

ms v V5 58 W o,
kao mi pi ndwng see kaw

| have four siblings



324 | wmoa: wEG - két yen - peace/ease noun

W i, Moks on’s moas w'h
hau kaa hawt tTkat yen

May he/she reach peace (RIP)

325 | wmswlo.msofie - kmér kiwdn - daily adverb

WI0A; Y913 oAs Y3 Blo. W Viss

laat khdam tai kv mér ku wéan

Speak Tai daily / everyday

326 | w, K- yUu ndwn - have sex verb

(‘0 90 o PO °° (.O (‘0
bz wrs 55 W, GE s bhe KIvS
man tsaai dai ybu ndwn tsGwm man ndang

He had sex with her

327 WE - hung - cook verb

oo w'G mvs 1S, v wB
maw kin kéei am maw hung

| only know how to eat. | don’t know how to cook



A4 Etymology of some Words

Below is a list of some Tai words from Burmese Language

v’s (péi) (;)/:pwe/ event / festival
Vi, (pyaak) cdcrc) /pje?/ comical / witty
vB: (plng) 0s/péun/ bucket
wiwim; (asaak) 3200 [238€?/ life / age
O/voi, (pyaw) ecﬂg /pid/ be pleased / be happy
@A (tra) ooeps /taja/ law / principle or rule
Rt (mla) @/mjaj emerald
e (kla) (g /ku'1a/ indian
¥, (Awng) e3¢ /2auN/ beat / conquer
v, (kyaak) nes /kjai/ like / be fond of

Below is a list of some Tai words from Pali Language

@3 (phra) 0§ /vara/ excellent / best / noble

A (tra) omep ftara/ Buddhist Goddess Tara




vm;mvo]:s ogepo /padmaraga/ ruby / carbuncle
(pattamyaa)
9 Wy (nimT 88an /nimitta/ '
Ko (nTmik) 9% mark / sign / omen

G (kaan)

eal /kamma/

work / deed / job

wivs (yaam)

oo fyamma/

time (duration of time)

o2 (phé)

0o /bhae/

evil / danger (fear)

w,W] s (phasa)

o7 /bhasa/

religion / language

Below is a list of some Tai words from Khmer Language

W% (saeng)

itudd [sein/

Jewel / light

w2 (phéng)

oz /plein/

Music

wﬁ:vﬁ: (lamwoang)

113 /rum vdan/

Lamwong / circle dance

These words either come from or are similar to Chinese

wo . (tsdo) E tsao5 early

5’5 (dai) 3 de2 to get
vor¥. (tsdang) R xiangs elephant

Y. (ma) 5 ma3 horse




vy (Xi) £ qi2 ride (horseback)

wlEs (ngérn) #R yin2 silver

WY, (yam) 2 ran3 dye

w§ (song) % song3 deliver
wif;, (thaan) JX tan4 charcoal
)% (kwaang) H kuanl wide / broad
wE (seng) # shengl sound

wre (sdai) 7% shal sand
oM, (xaek) % ked guest
wl8; (pherng) % fengl bee
o3 (tsde) 5% cheng2 city

wf (pho) F ful husband




